
  

 

Maundy Thursday

April 1, 2021 

7:00 PM 

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to cele-
brate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disci-
ples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus 

washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed 
into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry 
it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.  
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PRELUDE  “Meditation on ‘Wondrous Love’ “.................................................................Colin Curtis 
David Singer, Organist 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

(stand) OPENING SONG  “Love Consecrates the Humblest Act” ..............................ELW #360 

1 Love consecrates the humblest act 

and haloes mercy's deeds; 

it sheds a benediction sweet 

and hallows human needs. 

2 When in the shadow of the cross 

Christ knelt and washed the feet 

of his disciples, he gave us 

a sign of love complete. 

3 Love serves and willing stoops to serve; 

what Christ in love so true 

has freely done for one and all, 

let us now gladly do! 

 

 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to 
which we were called at baptism 

 Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of 
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the 
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 

  (silence for reflection and self-examination) 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

(sit) READING ..................................................................................... Romans 5:1-11 

 1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

Continued on next page 
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 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 

dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved 

through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his 

life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation. 

 

P The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

DRAMA: Two Betrayers: Reader's theater: a conversation between Judas and Peter 

By Brent Wassink  
From Reformed Worship 38 © 1995 Worship Ministries of the Christian Reformed Church. Used by 

permission. 

 

READING ................................................................................... Ezekiel 33: 10-11  

10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: "Our transgressions and our 
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?" 11Say to them, 
As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O 
house of Israel?  

 

P The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(sit) PRAYER 

P Let us pray . . . 

 God of mercy, compassion, and healing, you are more willing to forgive than we are to confess. 
The burden of guilt is sometimes heavy upon us. We thank you that you hear us when we pray, 
that you share our suffering and pain, and that you forgive our sins. Remind us that with you 

there is mercy, and make us to hear of joy and gladness.  
 Gracious God, as you made garments for Adam and Eve when they hid from you out of shame, 

so also through baptism you have dressed us in the garment of salvation. Help us to trust your 
acceptance and love for us in the midst of every circumstance, that we, clothed in the 

righteousness of Christ, may come before you without fear and may offer ourselves in service to 
your world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

ANTHEM  “In Remembrance” .................................................................................. Buryl Red 

Chancel Choir 

In remembrance of me, eat this bread. 
In remembrance of me, drink this wine. 

In remembrance of me, pray for the time 
When God’s own will is done. 

In remembrance of me, heal the sick. 

In remembrance of me, feed to poor. 
In remembrance of me, open the door, 

And let your neighbor in, let them in. 

Continued on next page 
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Take, eat, and be comforted. 

Drink, and remember too 
That this is my body and precious blood 

Shed for you, shed for you. 
 

In remembrance of me, search for truth. 
In remembrance of me, always love. 
In remembrance of me, don’t look above, 

But in your heart, look in your heart, 
Look in your heart for God. 

 
Music by Buryl Red 
Words by Ragan Courtney 
Copyright 1972. Renewal 2000 Van Ness Press Inc. 
 

(stand) SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 

 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 

 We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray…. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 



5 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Song “Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed” (stanza 1) ............................ELW #463 

 

 Lord, who the night you were betrayed did pray 

 that all your church might be forever one: 
 help us at ev'ry eucharist to say 
 with willing heart and soul, "Your will be done." 

 Oh, may we all one bread, one body be, 
 through this blest sacrament of unity. 

Text: William H. Turton, 1856-1938, alt. 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray… 

 Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, 
death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits 

of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us go forth in peace. 

C In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

 

 THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 “Stay With Me” ....................................................................................ELW #348 

 
 

 Psalm 88 
 
 

 

All leave in silence - returning on Good Friday to continue our worship. 

 

 
 


