
Daily Devotionals 

January 13, 2021 

Overall theme for the week: All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just 
pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of 
Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes 
from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we 
come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . 
the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet 
God. 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to 
speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel learns how to listen for God and responds to 
God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of 
Samuel’s prophetic ministry, one of calling out abuses of power at the expense of God’s people, 
thus bringing new hope for the people of Israel. God uses this young man to correct the abuses 
of his day.  

Day 1: Reflect on verses 1-9 – How does God call out to you? How have you learned to discern 
the voice of God?  

Day 2: Reflect on verses 10-20 – Where might God be calling out abuses of power today? How 
might God be calling you to speak out on unfair or unjust practices you encounter?  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through 
the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human 
sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within 
us. Paul reminds his readers that although all things may be lawful in being saved by grace, not 
all things are beneficial. We are to act in all ways with the love of others in mind. 

Day 3: Reflect on verses 12-14 – What does it mean that all things are lawful, but not always 
beneficial? How have you had to sacrifice your rights or privileges for the betterment of others? 

Day 4 – Reflect on verses 15-20 – What does it mean that you are not your own but rather a 
temple with the Holy Spirit within you? How might you better take care of or use your body as 
a temple of God? 

 

 



Gospel Reading: John 1:43-51 

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to 
Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation 
to “Come and see.” Christ seeks us out even when we may not be interested or looking for him. 

Day 5: Reflect on verses 43-46 – What does it mean when Jesus says, “Follow me”? Are we 
willing to put things aside to follow Jesus when he calls?   

Day 6: Reflect on verses 47- How might God be seeking you out to bring you a surprise? Are 
you willing to “come and see”? 

Day 7: Reflect on Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful, and I know it 
well.  
 15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret and woven in the 
depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your 
book; my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  

Reflect upon the fact that God knows you better than you know yourself – that God seeks you 
out even when you may not be interested in or looking for God.  

We give thanks this and every day that God knows us inside and out and loves us anyway. And 
not only does God know us, God also uses us to help others “come and see” the wondrous 
works of our Lord!  

 

 


