
Good Friday
April 2, 2021 

7:00 PM 

Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) was the name given to the medieval predawn morning prayer celebrated by 
monks during the last three days in Holy Week. In recent centuries, this monastic liturgy—despite its early 
morning light imagery—was transferred to Wednesday evening in Holy Week. In the monastic practice, it 

was a service of prayers and readings from scripture. As the light began to dawn, the candles used for reading 
were gradually extinguished, so that at the end of the service, the rising sun provided the necessary light for 
reading and singing. 

In this service, the extinguishing of candles has been placed within the reading of the Passion according to 

John, the ancient gospel narrative for the day. With this form, eight candles are used. Following each section, 
one candle is extinguished. 



All gather in silence. The assembly stands when the ministers stand. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 
willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; 

who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

READING 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12  ............................................................................................ The Suffering Servant 

 Hymn  “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (stanzas 1, 2) ...................................................... ELW #339 

 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

John 18:1-14 ....................................................................................... The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
First candle is extinguished. 

Hymn:  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” .......................................................................... ELW #337 
 

John 18:15-27 ........................................................................................................... Peter Denies Jesus 
Second candle is extinguished. 

Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus”, (stanzas 1 ,2) ............................................................................... ELW #349 
 
John 18:28-40 ........................................................................................................... Jesus before Pilate 

Third candle is extinguished. 

Anthem: “Da Jesus an dem Kreuze stund” .................................................................. arr. Patrick Ross 
David Singer, organ 

 
John 19:1-7 .................................................................................................................. Jesus is Mocked 

Fourth candle is extinguished. 

Hymn: “Lamb of God” ....................................................................................................... ELW #336 
 

John 19:8-16a ............................................................................................. Jesus is Sentenced to Death 
Fifth candle is extinguished. 

Hymn: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” .................................................................................... ELW #338 

 
John 19:16b-22 ................................................................................................ The Crucifixion of Jesus 

Sixth candle is extinguished. 

Anthem: “Driving Nails” .................................................................................. Carroll, Thomas, Hiter 
Dynamic Range 

 
John 19:23-30 ....................................................................................................................... Jesus Dies 

Seventh candle is extinguished. 

Anthem: “Adoro Te Devote” ........................................................................... arr. Anne Krentz Organ 
Piano, Handbells 

 

John 19:31-42 ........................................................................................................... The burial of Jesus 
Eighth candle is extinguished. 

Hymn: “Were You There” (stanzas 3, 5) ............................................................................. ELW #353 
  

Silence for reflection  

Hymn: “Jesus, Remember Me” ................................................................................. ELW #616 



Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 

P Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 

C Come, let us worship him. 

 

The Christ Candle is carried from the chancel. 

 

The pastor speaks the prayer softly: 

 

P Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the 
cross; (these words are whispered) who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The congregation stands, and whispers The Lord's Prayer. 

The sound of the strepitus is heard,  

a harsh noise signifying the closing of the tomb and the earthquake. 

Then the Christ Candle is brought back into the chancel, in anticipation of our Lord's resurrection. 

All leave in silence. 

 

The service is not over until we celebrate the Resurrection on Easter. 
 


